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—The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address— 
P ri d for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE ^ MQNTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 

OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- if the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Status 

l^esponsive to communication(s) filed on_ 



Jhis action is FINAL 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disp sition of Claims 

^CIaim(s) _ is/are pending in the application. 

Of the above claim{s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

]^CIaim(s) > ^ ^ ^ -^3 / is/are allowed. 

^CIaim(s): ^/ is/are rejected. 

-^Claimls) 3 - ^C? ^Pi^ 3^7 ■ 15/^^3 objected to. 

□ Ciaim(s) are subject to restriction or election 

requirement. 

Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Pri rlty under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) ; . 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: 

Attachment(s) 

^^nfomiation Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s) Li □ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 □ Notice of Infonmai Patent Application, PTO-1 52 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 □ Other 

Office Acti n Summary 
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The proposed drawing correction and/or the proposed substitute sheets of drawings, filed 
on 2/1/01 have been approved. 

Claims 2 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

For clarity and/or definiteness, it appears that "second" (claim 3, line 8) should be 

deleted. 

The following appear to lack sufflcient antecedent basis (in the claim): "The first 

inspection position" and "the second inspection position" (claim 2). 

All claims should be revised carefully to correct all other deficiencies similar to the ones 
noted above. 

Claims 1, 2, 1 1, 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
applicant's admitted prior art. 

The admitted prior art discussed on pages 2-5 of the specification discloses substantially 
all the claimed features except for an inverting mechanism. Since the inverting operation is 
usually done by hand, the provision of a mechanism to perform this fiinction would have been 
obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art seeking efficiency and reduced labor costs. 
The flip station of claim 1 1 reads on the station where the human operator performing the 
inverting operation is stationed. 
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Claims 3-10 and 27 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, T"^ paragraph, set forth in this OflSce action and to include all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 12-25, 28-31 are allowed. 

Apphcant's arguments filed 2/1/01 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 
It has been held by the courts that it is not invention to broadly provide a mechanical or automatic 
means to replace manual activity which has accomplished the same result. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated fi*om the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS fi-om the mailing date 
of this final action. 

Only inquiries concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to the examiner whose telephone number is (703) 308-2689. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-11 13. 
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